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Or
James Wolcott Wads-wort- h,

Jr., Selected at
Age of 37 to Fill Elihu
Root's Chair, Is a
Fighter and a Farmer
With Fine Record

WOLCOTT WADS WORTH,

JAMES selected by popular vote as
now Senator from New

York, comes of a family distin-
guished In the public cervlee. Yet none
nf hi. forebears achieved such distinction
as a .Scnntorshlp from the Empire State,
.it the age of 37. Having It In the
family this tradition of public service
may possibly have given him an early

While It to turn to English
f 111 11 le.s for practical Illustrations of
this tradition of public service It Is not
necessary to go abroad for a parallel
to the Wadsworth fortunes. There
wt-i- Martin Van Huron, also a New
Yorker, and his son "I'rlnce John," and
there are other families of this State
fie Livingstons, the UeckmaiiH and oth-
er whoso roots go bad; to Colonial hls-- 1.

! which have furnished several
successive generations of men to 1111 Im-

portant offices in State and nation. Mr.
Wadsworth's election to the United
States Senate makes lilm decidedly the
most promising of the four generations
of Wadsworths that haw llgured In un-
broken succession In the public life of
New York State.

The family Is one of the oldest In the,
country and one of the biggest land-
holders in this State. The deeds of tho
Wadsworths for their possessions In
(ionesee Valley date back to original
grants by the English Crown.

The llrst of the family In this State
was .lames Wadsworth, known as tho
"American philanthropist," who moved
to Clenesco from Durham, Conn. Ho
was a Yale graduate of 17S7. James
Wadsworth had acquired Immense,
tracts of land at the time of his death
In IS 14. He printed and circulated at
his own expense many publications on
the subject of education and offered
bounties to the towns that first estab-
lished libraries. secured the first
school library law, fi.unded nnd en-

dowed the Cleneseo Library .nd In deed-
ing land always stipulated that 125
acres In each new township should bo
free for a church and -5 acres free
for a school.

The "American philanthropist's" son,
James Samutl, helped to found tho new
Republican party In New York State.
He was an elcctor-at-larg- o on the Fre-
mont ticket In ISjiJ and four years later
was a Presidential Elector on the Lin-
coln ticket. James Samutl Wadsworth
was military Governor of the District of
Columbia in the civil war and In 1SG2

was tho Ilepubllcan candidate for Gov-

ernor of New York. Serving as an
olllcer In the Union army, he was killed
at tho battle of the Wilderness, whtro
lie commanded a division.

James Wolcott Wadsworth, his son,
and father of the new United States
Senator, was about to enter Yale In
ISO I, but abandoned the Idea of colli go
to Join the Union army In the Held at
the age of IS. Ho served until the end
of the war. He was twice a New York
Assemblyman, was State Comptroller In
1870 and was tlected to Congress In
1SSI and served until 1SS3 and again
from 1S91 to 1U07.

James W. Wadsworth, Jr was born
at Cleneseo on August 12, 1877. His
mother was Louise Travers, daughter
of William 11. Travers of New York.
He was prepared for Yale at St. .Mark's
School in South Mass., and
en.ered college In the full of 1894, being
graduuted with tho class of 189S.

He was fond of all outdoor sports at
school and college. Haseball was the
thing he liked most and played best,

and In his last two years at Yale ho was
on the urslty nine. Ht played baseball
oil summer each yttir on a team organ-

ized in Geneseo by his father to whom
Vale gave an honorary A. M. tho year
It graduated his son, and tho aggrega-

tion of athletes bicanu known all over
the Eastern States for Its assembling
of star players from tho various college

nines. Ask a Yale man of the late '90s
who Wadsworth Is and ho will probably

tell you that Jlmmlo was tho best first
bum man hat ever played on a Yale
varsity nine and one of tho most popu-

lar men lu his class.
"Not a scholar," ran the general ver-

dict, "In the sense of high standing, but
a man who knew every member of his
class, a man who could make a good

speech offhand and a splendid organizer,
'"adrnvorth was only a fair student, but

he would rather play baseball tlw.n eat.
Mr. Wadsworth's chums at "ialo In-

cluded Payno Whitney and Adelbert
Hay son of Secretary of State John
Hay. Mr. Whitney and Mr. Wads-

worth afterward married Mr. Hay's two

ulsters. Mrs. James W. Wadsworth, Jr
was Miss Allco Hay, nnd thero are two

children, a boy and a girl. They wero

married In 1902.

ni . (iiii with Mr. Wadsworth at
college: He was tapped for Skull and
Hones at the e.-.- 'l of his Junior year, and

James Wolcott
Wadsworth, Jr,

that meant being one of fifteen chosen
out of 1,200, Ho belonged to the Gleo
Club, Delta Cappa Epsllon, tho Re-

naissance nnd Kipling clubs. Among
his classmates wero Magistrate Fred-

eric Kernochan, Frank A. Lord and
Robert J. Turnbull, Jr.

Mr. Wadsworth got out ot' Yalo Just
us tho Spanish war got well under way.
He enlisted as a private In Hattery A,

Pennsylvania Light Artillery, which
was a part of (len. Frederick Grunt's
brlgado In the short campaign In l'orto
Rico.

After tho Cubin campaign Corporal
Wadswoith was discharged, but early in
tho next year, nono too pleased at hav-

ing missed the real lighting so far, ho
went out to tho Philippines whllo tho
Filipino war was on, With him wero
three classmates, and tlm party made n

tour of tho Islands. They did not enlist;
Instead their explorations broadened out
Into a Journey round tho world, which
occupied a year.

After that Mr. Wadsworth camo homo
and settled down on the farm.

Ho has It In his head, as all of hlft
family have had It before him, that the
llrst duty of a farmer Is to be a farmer
and mako his farm pay, A certain
amount of strict attention to business
Is necessary to make even so fertile u
property as tho WadHKorths' show a
profit. Thereforo when a friend of his
own ago told him that lie plugged too
hard and didn't have enough time for
fox hunting and other diversions of the
country gentleman he merely looked up
nnd said:

"Why, man, 1'vo got to work to mako
these farms pay, and If they don't pay
I'll go broke!"

To any one who has seen the farms
tho Idea of their owner ever "going
broke" sounds perhaps 11 llttto ah-nri- l,

There aro many thousands of acres hi
tho family's possession, Austin Wads-wort- h,

master of hounds of tho (lenesseo
Valley Hunt nnd a cousin of the new
Senator, Is said to own the largest area
of cultivated farm land ever held In
New York State,

The 3H.000 acres making up the fam

CT

ily's possessions that's over fifty squaro
miles aro held by W. Austin Wads-
worth, Herbert Wadsworth, Mrs. Charles
Wailsworth, Mis. Porter Chandler, J. S.
Wadswotth, Craig Wadsworth (who was
a Rough RI1I1 r Col. Roosevelt, who
used to ndmlro young J. W. Wadsworth
Immensely, couldn't mako room for him
In his regiment), and .laniei W, Wads-
worth and James W. Wadsworth, Jr.

For convenience tills holding Is dl- -

Mod up Into farms ranging from 90 to
2,000 acres each. A family lives on
tuch farm.

Those who work the J. W. Wads-
woith farms receive monthly wages as
well as housing anil farm produco to
the extent of their needs. These tenants
are therefore considered moro respon-
sible to tho proprietors than the others,
though all tho Wadsworth farms aro
run on a strict business basis, Each
farm must bo made to pay and each Is

made to pay, Tho collection of farms
supports about 2,000 persons. Except
for tho leasehold system all the farms
nro run on the samo general plan. For
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convenience they have names pretty
ones too. such as Sweet llrler Furm,
Sugar Rush Farm, lllack Walnut Farm,
ami so on,

Mr. Wadsworth, bred from his youth
to a performance of farm tasks, took to
this llfo with ease and affection. Ho
once said that he was not only n farmer
but intend! d to remain n farmer all his
life. likes It.

You see he manages several hundred
acres at Mount Morris all by himself;
In addition he and his father manngo
not only their Joint properties but tho
properties of several other members of
the family, Austin Wadsworth lending
to his own and tho remaining proper-
ties. Tho Wadsworths employ book-

keepers and keep records ns full and
careful as tlioso In any business; they
know not only the money spent and tho

t earned on each farm but on each
field, and their records go back for over
a hundred years. They posses full
llguros of their plantings for 11 century,
know Just what they planted each year,
what they reaped, what they made,

,i :1s:

Four Generations of His
Family, One of Oldest
in Country, Have
Figured in Unbroken
Succession in Public
Service of This State

what fertilizer they used, the condition
of the soli, what money was spent for
repairs and when, and so they can tell
pretty nearly the possibilities of their
laud and the crops raised on It.

Young J. W. Wadsorth says that If
you have n fair grade of soil, proper
knowledge of how to work It, do the
necessary bard work and expeiul the
same pains and business care that you
would in any other occupation fanning
ought to pay you u per cent, on your
capital year In nnd year out.. And be
believes that Is u decent return because,
he says, 5 mi have had 011r home it in
free, and your lit lug fur tin- - mosi
part, have been free fiom shop lent,
grocer bills and the endless little pocket
drains, so that most of the actual cash
lu hand has been clear gain.

There Is something fascinating about
Mr. Wadswoith 110 one seems able to
say Just what It is; It Is apparently
a blend of qualities. It was potent
enough to win the exuberant support
Of President Roosevelt when Gov. Hlg-gin- s

decided in 1 90 5 that he wanted
Mr. Wadswoith as Speaker of the New
York Assembly. Wadsworth was then
serving Ills llrst cir 111 the Assembly.
He became Speaker at the age of 2S.

Clean cut, straightforward, honest,
well educated, with a nnchl.t pleasant
voice and charming manner yotiin;
Wadsworth was ami N well calculated
to Inspire genuine alTeellon among those
close to him and popular IIMug and en-

thusiasm among the 'iters of a whole
State.

How did he come to get tin- - Spo.il.
with a rii-l- i? It was leall.t an ex-

ceptional situation that brought h.ni
into It. Gov. IllggJns found a legisla-
tive hnuseeleanlng nectary and r
qlilnd a man entirely unconnected wa'i
political tangles at Albany to do it. II
finally lilt upon Wadi worlh. who g,

clean, fleshly come to the capi-
tal nnd of n vigorous and pleasing pel
sonollty, with family, an excellent per-
sonal record outside politic nnd tb
approval of President Roosevelt to back
him.

For years a small clique hail
mainly through the Committee

on Rules, nil the Important legislation
that came hefon :he Assemble Toward
tho close of the legislative session eVi rv
bill was committed to the are of this
committee and Its will practically de-

cided the fate of any measun . regard-
less of Us ni l its.

Now this committee, like nil others,
was appointed by the Speaker: there-
fore to clean out this legislative pigmn-hol- c

Gov. Hlgglns had to get a Spealor
untrnmtnilled with political alliance)-- .

Ho got his man In Wadsworth. who had
the courage to name a new committee
and leave out of It such worhorsis as
James T. Rogers of Hroome and Louis
Redell, Odell's Assemblyman. As a re-

sult the end of that wlnt-r'- legislative
session was compassed without any of
the usual scandal centring around

Committee f the Asstmblv.
The best thing was that Speaker

Wadsworth's hoii. cleaning didn't stop
with the Rules Commit he but ex ended
to most of the oouiiultiees of the Assem-
bly. He lifted tin-- Legislature out of a

rut and n pret y bad nil it r that ami
did much to end graft at Albany.

He kept the Speakership until 1910
and then quit politics for the time being.
He had found himself In n position of
tacit opposition to Gov. Hughes, and it

bad hurt him. He did not come out nml
openly attack Hughes, as did William
Panics, George Aldrld'-'- e of Rochester
and some of the boss-s- , lot) after letting
some Insurant e reform bills tlirnu?'i
tho Assembly It became evident that
Speaker Wadsworth's views on new Ie

Islatlon didn't go far enough to suit
programme. Gov. Hughes was

mighty popular then and Mr. Wads-
worth was reelected with n reduced ma-

jority, The next time, reasonably sure
that he could not retain the Spcnk.
ship If leelected, ho got out of polP'
altogether; but, ns has been said, onh
for the time being,

Mr. Wadsworth Is not n reformer
Just a regular Republican who believes
In organization methods, but believes
also in honesty above and beyond every,
thing else. He opposed direct primaries
because, he said, experience showed that
tho rich man had an absolutely unfair
advantage In his candidacy under tho
system of direct nominations.

He has long favored a short ballot,
biennial sessions of the Legislature, four
year term for Governor and two year
terms for Assemblymen, and he has an
"Instinctive horror of reformer" an l

believes that political machines can't be
permanently scrapped, ami that hose
may be made, whipped anil deposed, bo
can't be eliminated, In other words, h
Is a good Republican who does not be.
lievo that there exist any magic reme-
dies that will solve at a stroke all po-

litical puzzles ami end all political Ills.
Ho Is young, good looking, well

trained, honest, courageous and hn.s win-
ning ways, Ho has a clean record ns a
collego man, sportsman, farmer, legis-
lator, soldier and Speaker of Assembly.
Ho has 'Wealth, n line family tradition,
social position and great popularity and
tho affectionate liking of those who work
for him and those who vote for him. He
Is to sit In Ellhu Root's chnlr. Was
ever a mnn more fortunately placed
at ;!7?
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